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What is Makahiki?
The roughly four-month period of Makahiki is a time of peace and
plenty, relaxation, games, and harvest. Itʻs also a time to honor Lono,
one of the four major gods in Hawaiʻi. His domain includes fertility,
agriculture, and peace. During Makahiki, we celebrate with
ceremonies, competing in sport and games, hula and storytelling.
As western influence grew in Hawaii, the practice of Makahiki
began to fade out by the late 1800s. For more than half a century, the
tradition lapsed — but was not forgotten. In 1981, a group of Moloka‘i
cultural practitioners brought Makahiki to life again, and today there
are celebrations across the Pae ʻAina. Kahoʻolawe hosts one of the
bigger ceremonies.

When is Makahiki?
Traditionally for Hawaiians, the calendar year is divided into two
seasons, Kau (the dry season) and Hoʻoilo (the wet season). The
month of ʻIkuwā, which means "noisy," usually begins in September or
October. This month is characterized by roaring surf, thunderstorms,
and rain. This boisterous personality of ʻIkuwā signals the approach of
Makahiki.
Makahiki season begins with the rising of the constellation Makaliʻi
at sunset. Makaliʻi is a very famous constellation across many cultures.
In Greek itʻs called the "Pleiades", in English itʻs called "The 7 Sisters",
and in Japan itʻs called "Subaru."

MAKAHIKI SEASON
BEGINS!
Lonoikamakahiki!

Look for Makaliʻi in the eastern sky just after sunset.
(Hint: Itʻs the blurry cluster near Orionʻs Belt.)
Click Here for the full Starline of Ke Kā o Makaliʻi

Today Makahiki is often thought of as games. But in the olden days, the four month season was full of events and
ceremonies. Here are just a few of the major events of the Makahiki season and when they would traditionally
happen.
ʻ
October 28th (Hua moon phase in the month of Welehu)

Makali i rises at Sunset, Hawaiian New Year begins!

Lonomakua Travels the Island

November 7th (ʻOlepau-Welehu)
Rituals are done for the main makahiki god, Lonomakua.
His image, called the akua loa, was a 16 foot pole with a carved head at the top,
and crosspiece hung with sheets of tapa, fern, and albatross feathers.
It was borne around the island, stopping at each ahupua`a,
to receive the people’s hoʻokupu (offerings) of food and gifts.
(This tradition of circling the island still continues today, CLICK HERE for a Video)
(Kaloakūkahi-Welehu)
Kapu enforced for 4 days, no fishing or farming. Feasting and games commence!
Types of GamesMokomoko (Boxing)
Moa paheʻe
Ulu maika
Kūkini
Konane
Click Here for Description of Makahiki Games
Molokaʻi Makahiki Ceremony
Kamehameha- HI Makahiki Ceremony
November 8th

ʻO Lono ʻOe

He ua la, he ua
He ua pi‘i mai
Noenoe hālau,
Hālau loa o Lono.
Ō lono ‘oe
Pā ‘ā‘ā nā pali
I ka hana a ‘Ikuā
Pohā kō‘ele‘ele.
A Welehu ka malama,
Noho i Makali‘i;
Li‘ili‘i ka hana.
Aia a e‘eu,
He ‘eu ia no ka lā hiki.
Hiki mai ka lani,
Nāueue ka honua,
Ka hana a ke ōla‘i nui
Moe pono ‘ole ko‘u pō
Nā niho ‘ai kalakala,
Ka hana a ka niuhi
Ā mau i ke kai loa.
He loa o ka hikina.
A ua noa, a ua noa

January 16th

(Kūkahi- Kaulua)

Ending of Makahiki Season Sending Lono Off to Kahiki
A rain, a rain
A rain travels inland
Covering the hālau in mist
The long hālau of Lono
Listen!
The cliffs are stunned
By the clamor of ‘Ikuā
A month that breaks out in storm
And then the month Welehu
Takes up residence in Makali‘i
Little work can be doneUnless one is
bestirred
It is a prank of the coming day
ʻO Lono ʻOe is an oli done in honor of Lono.
The royal one approaches
Use it during this time of Makahiki season!
The earth trembles
Click Here for More Info
The work of the terrible earthquake
Click Here for the Recording of the Oli
My nights are sleepless
Because of teeth that tear into food
The work of the man-eating shark
Ever-burning in the vast ocean
Long is the coming
Until all is free, is free.

